Phagocytized apoptotic cells in subcutaneous panniculitis-like T-cell lymphoma.
We reported on a case of subcutaneous panniculitis-like T-cell lymphoma (SPTCL) with multiple erythematous nodular lesions on the extremities, trunk and face. Histological examination of an excised lesion revealed a dense infiltrate of markedly atypical T-lymphoid cells expressing the CD8+ phenotype located in the subcutaneous tissue with histiocyte-phagocytizing apoptotic cells. The 'bean-bag' histiocytic cells, the characteristic finding of SPTCL, are considered to be products of haemophagocytosis. In our case the 'bean-bag' cells were produced by phagocytosis of apoptotic bodies, as confirmed by electron microscopy. It is suspected that 'bean-bag' cells are related not to haemophagocytosis but to phagocytosis of apoptotic cells in the CD8+ T-cell type of SPTCL.